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and such experiments as were made were, for the most part,
the \\ork of great landowners. The most noted pioneer of this
piece of progress was Townshend, who revolutionized the
agriculture of Noifolk and turned it from one of the poorest
agricultural parts of England to one of the richest.

2.    Manufacture, Trade, and Commerce

IT was dm ing this period that the shifting of the manu-
facturing centres of England began to produce that redistribution
of the population which makes
lilt; centres of modem English
life so different from those of
the Middle Ages

In the wool trade the rise of
Yorkshire is the chief event.
Up to 1700 the great ami re of
the woollen manufacture was
East Anglia, especially Norfolk.
For some time in the village's
on the Yorkshire hills a domestic
system of wool-weaving and
spinning had been growing.

Norfolk  itself  was   dependent
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largely on Yorkshire yarn, spun from the long wool o( Yorkshire
sheep, for its manufacture of worsteds and silk and wool mixtures.
The Notfolk sluiep could only supply short wool, which in its
turn found its way to Yorkshire weavers to be made into cloth.
Naturally if Yorkshire could make the* yarn it came about that
her morti enterprising inhabitants should try to weave it too.
So she gradually rose, to rival Norfolk in this lattor's coarser
fabrics, as well as making her own cloth. Owing to a largo
intuvasr: of trades there was room at first for both, but with tho
advent of marhinciy after 1780 this natural advantages of coal
and iron fields in Yorkshire enabled that county to secure so